SOAPSTone
SPEAKER

The voice that tells the story.  When students approach a piece of fiction, they often believe that the author and speaker are the same.  They fail to realize that in fiction the author may choose to tell the story from any number of different points of view.  In fact, the method of narration and the character of the speaker may be crucial to an understanding of the work.  In non-fiction it is not enough for students to identify the speaker/author by name.  They should also include important facts about the speaker that will help the audience assess the point of view expressed.  Point of view can be defined as assumptions underlying the speaker’s position.
OCCASION

The time and place of the piece; the current situation.  It is particularly important that students understand the context that encouraged the writing to happen.

AUDIENCE

The person(s) to whom the piece is directed.  This is sometimes a difficult concept for students as they tend to think authors just write, not that they write for anyone.

PURPOSE

The reason behind the text.  Many students do not even consider this question.  Until they do, they will not be able to examine the argument or its logic.

SUBJECT

The general topic, content, and ideas contained in the text.  Students should be able to state the subject in a few words or a short phrase.

TONE

The attitude of the author.  The spoken word can convey the speaker’s attitude and thus help to impart meaning through tone of voice.  With the written word, it is tone that extends meaning beyond the literal, and students must learn to find this tone in the author’s diction (choice of words), syntax (sentence construction), and imagery (vivid descriptions that appeal to the senses).  The ability to determine tone is one of the best indicators of the sophisticated reader.  
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